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Here’s a word choice lesson that focuses on alliteration: 

By far, the Best Alphabet Book Ever** 
From Corbett Harrison, Northern Nevada Writing Project Consultant 
 

Chris Van Allsburgh’s The Z Was Zapped is probably the best alphabet 
book ever.**  The book is cleverly subtitled “A Play in Twenty-Six Acts,” 
which is a delightful premise. Picture this. The letter A stands on a stage; 
in the picture, several large rocks are about to fall on it. Your job as 
reader: figure out what stage direction has been written on the back side 
of the illustration. Flip the page over, and it reads “The A was in an 
avalanche.” As reader, you soon discover that each page’s picture riddle is 
based on alliteration. The A isn’t in a rock slide or a cave-in; the A is in an 
avalanche. 
                                                                        **This is an admittedly subjective statement! 
Share the first two or three picture riddles in this book. Read it slowly, and emphasize the 
alliteration in the answer.  Once your students have the idea, refuse to share the pictures’ 
answers until they have brainstormed half a dozen possibilities. You’ll be amazed how many 
answers your students will generate from the picture. Celebrate the excellent synonyms they 
know. Give bonus smiles for multiple alliterations in student answers.  
Writing assignment option A:  “Write your riddle first!” 
Stop halfway through the book. Put students in groups of three or four. As a group, they must 
create the last 13 sentence “riddles” for the book. Offer extra smiles or points if they 
choose powerful and alliterative verbs. Have groups exchange their 13 sentences, and have 
students in other groups illustrate their favorites and share the pictures with the original 
authors. 
Writing assignment option B:  “Draw your riddle first!” 
Stop halfway through the book. Have students pick one of the latter letters from the 
alphabet and prepare to draw it on the blank stage (see worksheet on next page).  The 
student will then draw (or paste pictures of) props and other additions to illustrate an 
alliterative riddle that he/she keeps safely in his/her head. Students pass their picture 
riddles around the class to each other. On Post-It notes, they write guesses for the sentence 
they think the picture conveys. New guesses go on new Post-Its. Celebrate the pictures that 
inspired the most Post-It guesses. 
Writing assignment option C:  “Create your own book!” 
Students love this alphabet book. They react well when asked, “Do you think you could create 
an original alphabet book that does the same thing?  Or something really similar?  Instead of 
letters, what might be standing on the stage?  Instead of a stage, where might the letters 
be?”  Individual students or student groups can create their own alphabet books with this 
simple prompt and this wonderful model. 
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Inspired by The Z was Zapped:   
Illustrating your own Alliteration Riddles 
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