
Punctuating for  
subordinating conjunctions (like if): 

 
when/whenever 

even though 
Here are seven examples 
of subordinating 
conjunctions. 

although 
while 

if 
since 

before/after 
because 

 

Two choices: option 1 
Complete sentence #1 A subordinating 

conjunction can go in 
between. 

 

Complete sentence #2 

 

Two choices: option 2 
A subordinating 

conjunction can also go 
in front. 

 

Complete sentence #1 Complete sentence #2 
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  Option 1 needs no 

commas at all; however, 
option 2 needs a comma 
here. 

 
 
 
 

• You’ll be a man someday if you can dream—
and not make dreams your master. 

• If you can make one heap of all your 
winnings, and risk it all on one turn of pitch-
and-toss, then you’ll be a man someday. 

 


