TEACHING THE PROCESS OF RESPONSE

It is critical that the teacher models positive response techniques several times to establish
guidelines for the class. Continuous modeling by the teacher is essential to the process of
response.

Directions:
1. Students write about a specific topic to share orally.

2. As volunteers read their pieces aloud to the class, the teacher models appropriate responses:
v" 1 like the part about because
v" I'm not quite sure I understand
v" T like the way you describe
v" Could you tell me more about P

3. Invite students to respond to their classmates’ pieces in a similar manner.

4. When the teacher feels the class has a grasp of the response technique, students should
move into peer groups for further practice. The teacher should monitor the process and
encourage positive responses.

5. Have each writer, keeping in mind the responses of his classmates, verbalize at least one
change he might make to his piece.

Student sample:

One day a little star met the rainbow. The rainbow was ho ordinary rainbow because it
only came in May and the little star watChed the rainbow for a little while. Then the little star
said, “Little rainbow, come with me. I wanht to show you something you might need. You might
heed it because it is a color you do not have. It is the color purple. T will give it t0 You if you
lift me up in the sky. Thank you. Now you may have the purple stripe.”

—Marcel P., 15t grade

Student responses:

a. It makes you see a picture in your mind.
b. I like the ending.
C. It’s colorful.
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Student sample 2:

WHEN TWAS A MUMMY

One nhight when T was thinking of a costume I thought of a mummy. MYy mom got some
bandages at the hospital anhd when it was Halloween ] ate dinner and left. ] got a [ot Of Candy.
My favorite was a gianht sucker. My friend was a mummy too. The bandages were Coming Off SO
1 went home.

--Adam T, 4t grade
Student responses:

How did you think of being a mummy?

Who was your friend?

I like the part about the giant sucker.

I like the way you came unwrapped.

I wish you’d tell me more. It sounds like fun.

oo os

After the response session and a lesson on transition words, Adam wrote:

WHEN TWAS A MUMMY

About 3 week before Halloween I just Came home from school and when 1 got home 1
looked inh the refrigerator for something to eat. Then I saw a dirty paper towel. “That’s it, Tl
be a mummy!” And then ] told my mom. She said, “I have just the thing.” She got some
bandages at the hospital. On Halloween hight my aunhts Came over and helped me get my
costume on, and then the bell rang. 1 Said, “It’s a costumer!” Then I fihally g0t my costume on.
As soon as ] stepped out the door T saw my friend Kevih. As soon as he got his Candy we
walked out the door and we both said, “Bye.”

--Adam T, 4t grade
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Student sample 3:

HALLOWEEN IS THE NIGHT

1 went to John’s Halloween party, and it was fun. We played: bob for the apples, and
put the egg on the spoon. e put on this record Called the honted house. Then finely when it
was time to g home, theh Johh and his sister put oh a record and it Was Spooky and John goes
boo and we sCreamed.

The End!
--Marlisha P., 4t grade

Student responses:

a. What made the party fun?
b. What did you do first?
c. Ilike the “spooky” part.

After the response session, Marlisha wrote:

HALLOWEEN IS THE NIGHT

1 went to John’s Halloween party and it Was funh. First we played bob for apples, second
we played the egg on the spoon. Te put on this Spooky, very Spooky record Called the Haunted
House. Next we sat downh in g CirCle ahd we played Charades. [ast but hot |east it was time to
go home. John’s mother [,oraise hahded out Candy ahd bats. John ran and put on his Spooky, 1

mean spooky, record and John Said, “Boo,” and the girls sCreamed. John laughed and Said, “The
Endr

--Marlisha P., 4™ grade

©2000 Northern Nevada Writing Project. All rights reserved. Found on-line at http://writingfix.org
Teachers may reprint for classroom use. All others, please visit our website to request permission: (http://nnwp.orq)




