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Clustering for Prewriting
From the SWG 1995 Edition

CLUSTERIMG--free or directed—is an excellent frst siep o any writien work
hecause it penerates ideas. Any concrate or abstract topic can be used for dusiering
such as eolers, holidaye, or emotions. Clustering may be used before or after veading
short stories, novels, £85ays, or poems. TINS8 technique may also be used before or
after Hestening to music or viewing art of film. Clustering is an effective
brainstorming technique which can lead to 8 piece of wriling.

Directions:

8 Write a word or phrase on the board and gircle it

%9, Ty tench students the process, first do a class duster on the board using this word
ar phrase. Ask students to brainstorm, and what they come up with will radiate
from the conter circle. Bach new word will be crcled.

%y, After seeing examples on the beard, students will duster on a different topic
individuslly or in groups. '

%, THacuas the ideas that come from these clusters.

% Fach student should choose one idea fram the cluster or several ideas from the
sluster to build into a plece of writing.

% As the student gains confidence with clustering, s/he may want to personslize
his/her clusters.

5% Btudent cluster based on the ré “road -

Siudent writing developed from the above cluster--

VI never forget the first sand castle I bullt, It had all the details I could think of to pul
on the outside of the castle. [ was so proud of my castle, I ran up to my mom and
hrought her over fo see if. When we came to my casile, it was gone. Then I remembered
that movbe I built it o Little too close fo the shore.

~Sarah
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B Brudent cluster hased on a class discussion of “ERETLE

G
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Student writing developed from the sbove cluster -

Bull-riding is full of good und bad, pain and ecstasy, 1t's good when vou ride a bull,
stay on him, and not get hurt. Most of the time when you get hurt, fall off, and get
stamped on, it's bad. Sometimes when you get hurt and stumble to your feet trving not
fo show pain, it's gloriful to walk out of the arens, cven wobbling. That's all port of the
mystique that draws me to rodea,
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Hirected clustering uses the same process but restricts the writer to the subject at hand.
That sublect beeomes the nucleus word.

EE: Soudent cluster based on s class discussion of “high schoeol™-

e rgec i

i S T e
big leames wow

First-draft student writing gensrated by the above chuster

Vou're in the big eogues, now,” commented my father one doy about o week bafore
! started my freshmen yeor at Reed High School,

“No problem. I con hondle it,” I thought naively. Little did I know when the doy
cane, §wag more nervous than an expectant father, For g inhile, school wasn as bad
as T thought it would be, but then “bang™- it all happened af once, Al my life, Toe had
sxcellent grades, mostly A's and B's. But when I realized T was barely passing my
classes, I broke down.

Falwaoys thought that if T brought anyithing bad home, my porents would kill me
But when I told them whai was happening ot school, T wos surprised of the answer
they gave me.

We understand,” they said in unison.

“Like I told vou earbier, it is going to be tough. You're ploving o whole different ball
game now, Al we wont you to do s try your best,” my father exploined very coutiousty,
“Wow, that doesn’t give you permission to fool around in class, Just iry vour begt.”

-{Gipa 3.
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HE Student clusters and firge-draft writings based on s elass discussion of Flowers for
Algernan and the 8lm Charly—
~EEAPE drasd o Fam afroid of people faughing

at ma. { hardly ever talk for fear
that 7 will say something stupid. 1
dor't {ike to falk fo people I don’t
gnow because Fm afraid that T will
make o bad impression. Charlie
never fewred ihis until he became &
genius, becouse he really wasn's
smart encugh to. The first time he
realized this was when he saw the
busboy drop the dishes. He realized
then that he had onve been loughed

Qu&wﬁ X

sen at for the same recson and just
T went along with if, though he
eventually got mad ol himself for

e

doing so. Just like Charlie, [ am

R afraid of people langhing at me.

4

Charlie and I bath fear
baing yelled at. Being yelled
at makes vou feel dumb and
useless. We also don't pass
tezts very well, even if we
make ¢ huge effort to get
passing grads, We're also
afroid of not being liked or
aeoepted into somathing . .
feeling dumb. We're afraid of
death, Wil & hurt? Will it be
fast? How old will  be? Whepe
will I be? Chariie is
supersiitions, I am not.
Charlie is out to learn,
determined becouse he wanis
Lo be smartd. [ am, too.

Ay 5,
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