PLC Discussion Suggestions
Persuasive Writing Across the Curriculum
We know not all teachers can enroll in the sixteen-hour inservice courses we offer in Northern Nevada.  And so we provide the following resource which is designed to help groups of teachers independently explore some of the topics we discuss during our workshop for teachers.
	Seven Elements Found in a Differentiated Writing Lesson

	1. The writing process is more important than the final written product, which means a specific writing skill is assigned and assessed by the teacher; the focus of a differentiated lesson is more about the students’ process of mastering that skill, as opposed to finishing a product.

2. A “Mentor Text” (a published piece of writing that is used to inspire students with an idea, a structure, or a skill used by real authors) is used to motivate students to write.

3. A teacher of student model of the assigned writing is analyzed and discussed before students write.

4. An advanced organizer is used that focuses students on the specific writing skill they will be mastering.

5. Students are allowed to make personally meaningful choices about topics to invest them in the writing.
6. Students talk to each other about what they’re writing before, during, and after the process; their discussions are focused on the lesson’s specific writing skill.

7. Students revise their writing focused on the lesson’s specific writing skill.



Below are some suggested inquiry questions for PLCs to discuss.  All should be discussed while keeping the list of “seven elements” above in mind.  The inquiry questions can be discussed in any order.  
	A Driving Question for PLCs

	How do you tap into your students’ creativity and sense of humor when inspiring them to write persuasively? 
Resources for this question:

· WritingFix’s “Don’t Eat Me” Monologues lesson: http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive_lessons/Dont_Eat_me1.htm 
· WritingFix’s Most Nutritious Election lesson: http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive_lessons/Fruit_Vegetable_Election1.htm  

· WritingFix’s Unusual Friendly Letter lesson: http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/DearLaRue1.htm 

· Introduction of Why We Must Run With Scissors by Barry Lane and Gretchen Bernabei

· Lesson #32 (“Why We Must Run with Scissors”) from Why We Must Run With Scissors 
PLC Activity Suggestions:  Find evidence of all seven elements in the three lessons.   Ask, “Which element is the lesson’s strength and which might be further developed?”  Outline an idea for an original lesson that uses a different mentor text.  Think about all seven elements as you outline, and be sure your lesson celebrates your students’ creativity.


	Driving Question for PLCs

	How do you teach students to think objectively about different perspectives before having them write persuasively?  

Resources for this question:

· WritingFix’s Three Voice Important Book Passages lesson: http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive_lessons/Important_Book1.htm 

· Activity write-up for perspectives:  http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive.htm#who_said_it
· WritingFix’s With Your Own Two Hands lesson: http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/With_Own_2_Hands1.htm 

· Lesson #50 (“Making Straw Men and Adding Wind”) from Why We Must Run With Scissors 
PLC Activity Suggestions:  Find evidence of all seven elements in the two lessons.   Ask, “Which element is the lesson’s strength and which might be further developed?”  Outline an idea for an original lesson that uses a different mentor text.  Think about all seven elements as you outline, and be sure your lesson challenges students to think about different perspectives.

	Driving Questions for PLCs

	How do you design instruction that makes persuasive writing feel authentic to students?  How do you tap into skills of persuasion your students already possess?  How do you create lessons that invite students to think of and possibly act on real world applications of persuasion?
Resources for these three questions:

· WritingFix’s This I Believe lesson: http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/This_I_Believe1.htm 
· WritingFix’s Where is the Love in Persuasive Writing lesson: http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/Where_is_Love1.htm 
· Chapter 1 of Why We Must Run With Scissors by Barry Lane and Gretchen Bernabei

PLC Activity Suggestions:  Find evidence of all seven elements in the two lessons.   Ask, “Which element is the lesson’s strength and which might be further developed?”  Outline an idea for an original lesson that uses a different mentor text.  Think about all seven elements as you outline, and be sure your lesson validates your students opinions on important topics.


	Driving Questions for PLCs

	How do we currently teach our students to analyze real writers’ voices and writing styles?  How do we teach students to find an individual (and appropriate) style when writing persuasively?
Resources for these two question:

· Activity write-up for The Snow Walker:  http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive.htm#imitating_voice 

· WritingFix’s Your Own Fifth Element lesson: http://writingfix.com/Chapter_Book_Prompts/SnowWalker1.htm
· Persuasive writing by other contemporary writers with voice worthy of being imitated (i.e. Leonard Pitts, Jr., Rick Reilly, etc.)
· WritingFix’s Voice Post-It Notes:  http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/Trait_Post_Its_voice.pdf 
PLC Activity Suggestions:  Have teachers independently use the Post-Its to rank the voice skills shown by several authors who write persuasively.  Discuss the different perceptions of voice as ranked by the different members of the group.  Remember that voice is subjective, and it’s imitate-able too.  As a group, compose a few sentences about an interesting persuasive topic that imitate the sentence style and structure of one of the contemporary authors.  Outline a lesson where students are challenged to imitate a “voice-y” author you study in class.


	Two More Activities for PLCs
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Verb Art Activity:

http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive.htm#verb_art 
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Why We Must Run with Scissors: Jigsaw Activity:

http://writingfix.com/genres/persuasive.htm#jigsaw 


